
Lessard-Sams Outdoor Heritage Council
Laws of Minnesota 2010 Final Report

D ate: No vemb er 07, 2016

P ro g ram o r P ro ject T itle: Lower Mississippi River Habitat Restoration Acceleration , Phase 1

Fund s  Reco mmend ed : $1,000,000

Manag er's  Name: Rick Walsh
O rg anizatio n: DNR
Ad d ress : 500 Lafayette Road
C ity: Saint Paul, 55155
O ff ice Numb er: 6512595232
Email: rick.walsh@state.mn.us

Leg is lative C itatio n: ML 2010, C h. 361, Art. 1, S ec. 2, S ub d . 5(g )

Ap p ro p riatio n Lang uag e: $1,000,000 in fiscal year 2011 is to the commissioner of natural resources to accelerate agency programs and for
cooperative agreements to acquire land in the Root River watershed. A list of proposed acquisitions must be provided as part of the required
accomplishment plan. The commissioner of natural resources must agree in writing to each proposed acquisition, restoration, and
enhancement. All restorations must comply with subdivision 9, paragraph (b).

C o unty Lo catio ns: Houston

Reg io ns  in which wo rk  was  co mp leted :

Southeast Forest

Activity typ es:

Protect in Fee

P rio rity reso urces  ad d ressed  b y activity:

Wetlands
Forest
Prairie

Summary of  Accomplishments:

This program resulted in permanent protection of three parcels totaling 350 acres. All three parcels are now being managed as Wildlife
Management Areas (WMA) by MN DNR. This exceeds the original goal of 319 acres. Acquisition of two other parcels were attempted,
but the offers were turned down by the sellers. 

The Lower Mississippi River Habitat Restoration Partnership is a long-term effort to restore habitat connectivity and improve water
quality in critical areas along the Mississippi River corridor from the Twin Cities to the Iowa border by reconnecting tributaries to their
floodplains, revitalizing backwaters and channels, and protecting and restoring floodplain forests, wetlands, and prairies that are
essential to sustaining the incredible diversity of plants, animals, and human uses provided by this great river. Critical areas include the
lower reaches of the Root, Zumbro, Cannon, and Vermillion Rivers, and the backwaters and channels of Mississippi River Pools 2 and 3
(St. Paul to Red Wing). FY2011 funding from the LSOHC focused on acquisition and restoration of key parcels in the Lower Root River
floodplain. Acquisitions will be completed by the MN Dept of Natural Resources and restoration will be accomplished through outside
contracts. 

Process & Methods:

MN DNR protected lands in the SE bluffland ecological section with this appropriation, and has or will restore grassland by planting
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native prairie. DNR prioritizes acquisitions at sites where there is an existing habitat base to address fragmentation and to maximize
habitat benefits. Potential acquisitions are scored and ranked on numerous ecological and management criteria. DNR seeks out willing
landowners and conducts all transactions in accordance with state law and departmental policy. County Board approval is obtained for
all WMA acquisitions. 

Three properties totaling over 400 acres are now permanently protected as a result of acquisitions funded by this program. This
appropriation provided funding for 350 of those acres. Additional acres were funded by a Phase II OHF appropriation. We were able to
meet or nearly meet our original goals for forest and wetland acres protected, but failed to meet our prairie protection goal. The final
and largest parcel acquired with this funding was dominated by wetland and forest habitat, so we fell about 20%  short of the prairie
goal.

Explain Partners, Supporters, & Opposit ion:

To accomplish this program, DNR partnered with The Conservation Fund and the USFWS. 

The Conservation Fund was engaged to facilitate the acquisition of the final tract for this appropriation. The owners of that land had
expectations for a closing date the DNR would not have been able to meet. The Conservation Fund was able to successfully acquire
the tract at almost $50,000 below appraised value. They also contributed significant non-reimbursed staff time and resources. 

Partnership with the USFWS was in the form of funding. Federal funds for stream restoration planning were awarded. Not only did this
allow additional work to be done, it extending the availability of the appropriation. Extending appropriation availability was crucial to
ensure adequate time to acquire the last parcel, and meet program goals.

Addit ional Comments:
Exceptional challenges, expectations, failures, opportunities, or unique aspects of program

Not Listed

Other Funds Received:

Reinvest in Minnesota (RIM); TUDARE/USFWS

Ho w were the fund s  used  to  ad vanced  the p ro g ram:

The seller of one parcel sold for $47,000 under appraised value. This donation resulted in a 1:1 match from RIM. The $47,000 in RIM
match was applied to the cost of completing the acquisition. 

A small grant from the USFWS was awarded to help with planning and design of a river restoration project situated on one of the
acquired parcels.

What is the plan to sustain and/or maintain this work af ter the Outdoor Heritage Funds are
expended:

All sites funded through this proposal are or will be state lands, and are part of the state outdoor recreation system. Ongoing
maintenance will be accomplished through routine management activities accomplished by our network of DNR offices. Periodic
enhancements will be accomplished by existing staff, MCC crews, temporary project staffing or through vendor contract using
traditional habitat project funding, bonding, and future requests for funding from dedicated funding sources.

Outcomes:
The original accomplishment plan stated the program would
P ro g rams in so utheast fo rest reg io n:

Not Listed

Ho w wil l  the o utco mes b e measured  and  evaluated ?

Outcomes not defined.
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Budget Spreadsheet

Final Budget line item reallocations are allowed up to 10% and do not need require an amendment to the Accomplishment Plan

Total Amount: $1,000,000

Bud g et and  C ash Leverag e

Budg et Name Request S pent Cash Leverag e (anticipated) Cash Leverag e (received) Leverag e S o urce T o ta l (o rig ina l) T o ta l (fina l)
Perso nnel $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Co ntra cts $78,400 $4,200 $0 $0 $78,400 $4,200
Fee Acquis itio n w/ PILT $921,600 $880,300 $0 $49,000 RIM; TUDARE $921,600 $929,300
Fee Acquis itio n w/o  PILT $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Ea sement Acquis itio n $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Ea sement Stewa rds hip $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Tra ve l $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro fess io na l Services $0 $74,100 $0 $0 $0 $74,100
Direct Suppo rt Services $0 $800 $0 $0 $0 $800
DNR La nd Acquis itio n Co s ts $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Ca pita l Equipment $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
O ther Equipment/To o ls $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Supplies/Ma teria ls $0 $11,100 $0 $0 $0 $11,100
DNR IDP $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

To ta l $1,000,000 $970,500 $0 $49,000 $1,000,000 $1,019,500

Explain any budget challenges or successes:

This appropriation life span crossed over a major upgrade in the statewide accounting system used by all state agencies. The former
system (MAPS) was not capable of tracking cast by specific acquisitions, whereas the new system (SWIFT) is. Therefore some of the
expenditures under the old system are subject to error. But this would apply only to the first year of Professional Services spending
under this appropriation. The overall uncertainty is less than $1,000.
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Output Tables

T ab le 1a. Acres  b y Reso urce T yp e

T ype Wetlands
(o rig ina l)

Wetlands
(fina l)

Pra iries
(o rig ina l)

Pra iries
(fina l)

Fo rest
(o rig ina l)

Fo rest
(fina l)

Habitats
(o rig ina l)

Habitats
(fina l)

T o ta l
(o rig ina l)

T o ta l
(fina l)

Resto re 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT
Lia bility 86 151 135 113 98 86 0 0 319 350

Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT
Lia bility 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Pro tect in Ea sement 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Enha nce 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

To ta l 86 151 135 113 98 86 0 0 319 350

T ab le 1b . Ho w many o f  these P rairie acres  are Native P rairie?

T ype Native Pra irie  (o rig ina l) Native Pra irie  (fina l)
Resto re 0 0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0
Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0
Pro tect in Ea sement 0 0
Enha nce 0 0

To ta l 0 0

T ab le 2. T o tal  Fund ing  b y Reso urce T yp e

T ype Wetlands
(o rig ina l)

Wetlands
(fina l)

Pra iries
(o rig ina l)

Pra iries
(fina l)

Fo rest
(o rig ina l)

Fo rest
(fina l)

Habitats
(o rig ina l)

Habitats
(fina l)

T o ta l
(o rig ina l)

T o ta l
(fina l)

Resto re $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  with Sta te  PILT
Lia bility $253,500 $417,300 $430,500 $242,600 $316,000 $310,600 $0 $0 $1,000,000 $970,500

Pro tect in Fee  W/O  Sta te  PILT
Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

Pro tect in Ea sement $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Enha nce $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

To ta l $253,500 $417,300 $430,500 $242,600 $316,000 $310,600 $0 $0 $1,000,000 $970,500

T ab le 3. Acres  within each Eco lo g ical  S ectio n

T ype Metro  Urban
(o rig ina l)

Metro
Urban
(fina l)

Fo rest Pra irie
(o rig ina l)

Fo rest
Pra irie
(fina l)

S E Fo rest
(o rig ina l)

S E Fo rest
(fina l)

Pra irie
(o rig ina l)

Pra irie
(fina l)

N Fo rest
(o rig ina l)

N Fo rest
(fina l)

T o ta l
(o rig ina l)

T o ta l
(fina l)

Resto re 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Pro tect in Fee  with
Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 0 0 319 350 0 0 0 0 319 350

Pro tect in Fee  W/O
Sta te  PILT Lia bility 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Pro tect in Ea sement 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Enha nce 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

To ta l 0 0 0 0 319 350 0 0 0 0 319 350
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T ab le 4. T o tal  Fund ing  within each Eco lo g ical  S ectio n

T ype Metro  Urban
(o rig ina l)

Metro
Urban
(fina l)

Fo rest Pra irie
(o rig ina l)

Fo rest
Pra irie
(fina l)

S E Fo rest
(o rig ina l)

S E Fo rest
(fina l)

Pra irie
(o rig ina l)

Pra irie
(fina l)

N Fo rest
(o rig ina l)

N Fo rest
(fina l)

T o ta l
(o rig ina l)

T o ta l
(fina l)

Resto re $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Pro tect in Fee  with
Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $1,000,000 $970,500 $0 $0 $0 $0 $1,000,000 $970,500

Pro tect in Fee  W/O
Sta te  PILT Lia bility $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

Pro tect in Ea sement $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Enha nce $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

To ta l $0 $0 $0 $0 $1,000,000 $970,500 $0 $0 $0 $0 $1,000,000 $970,500

T arg et Lake/S tream/River Feet o r Miles  (o rig inal)

0

T arg et Lake/S tream/River Feet o r Miles  ( f inal)

0

Explain the success/shortage of  acre goals:

Not Listed
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Parcel List

Section 1 - Restore / Enhance Parcel List

No parcels with an activity type restore or enhance.

Section 2 - Protect  Parcel List

Houston
Name T RDS Acres O HF Co st Existing  Pro tectio n? Hunting ? Fishing ? Descriptio n

Mo und Pra irie  WMA
Tra ct 3 10405228 65 $196,300 No

Pa rce l A Ro o t River
WMA 10404235 215 $500,000 No

Ro o t River WMA Pa rce l
12A 10404229 70 $184,000 No

Section 2a - Protect  Parcel with Bldgs

No parcels with an activity type protect and has buildings.

Section 3 - Other Parcel Activity

No parcels with an other activity type.
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Completed Parcel: Mound Prairie WMA Tract 3

# o f T o ta l Acres: 65
Co unty: Ho usto n
T o wnship: 104
Rang e: 05
Directio n: 2
S ectio n: 28
# o f Acres: Wetlands/Upland: 53
# o f Acres: Fo rest:
# o f Acres: Pra irie/G rass land: 12
Amo unt o f S ho rline:
Name o f Adjacent Bo dy o f Water (if applicable):
Has  there been s ig nag e erected at the s ite: Yes
Annual Repo rting  O rg anizatio n Name: MN DNR
Annual Repo rting  Manag er Name: Pa t Rivers  (Rick Wa lsh)
Annual Repo rting  Address : 500 La yfa yette  Ro a d
Annual Repo rting  City: St. Pa ul
Annual Repo rting  S tate: MN
Annual Repo rting  Z ip: 55155
Annual Repo rting  Email: rick.wa lsh@sta te .mn.us
Annual Repo rting  Pho ne: 6512595232
Purchase Date: Ma y 25, 2012
Acquis itio n T itle :
Purchase Price: $196,330
Appra ised Va lue: $196,300
Pro fess io na l S ervice  Co sts : $34,345
Assessed Va lue: $134,000
T o ta l Pro ject Co st: $198,916
Fees  Received: $0
Do natio ns: $0
Related Parties :
Pro perty Manag ed By: DNR - Wildlife  Ma na g ement Area  -
Name o f the unit area  o r lo catio n
g o vernment unit o r land manag er: Mo und Pra irie  WMA
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Completed Parcel: Parcel A Root River WMA

# o f T o ta l Acres: 215
Co unty: Ho usto n
T o wnship: 104
Rang e: 04
Directio n: 2
S ectio n: 35
# o f Acres: Wetlands/Upland: 94
# o f Acres: Fo rest: 86
# o f Acres: Pra irie/G rass land: 35
Amo unt o f S ho rline: 4705 (Linea r Feet)
Name o f Adjacent Bo dy o f Water (if applicable): Ro o t River
Has there been s ig nag e erected at the s ite: Yes
Annual Repo rting  O rg anizatio n Name: DNR
Annual Repo rting  Manag er Name: Pa t Rivers  (Rick Wa lsh)
Annual Repo rting  Address : 500 La fa yette  Ro a d
Annual Repo rting  City: St. Pa ul
Annual Repo rting  S tate: MN
Annual Repo rting  Z ip: 55155
Annual Repo rting  Email: rick.wa lsh@sta te .mn.us
Annual Repo rting  Pho ne: 651-259-5232
Purchase Date: September 08, 2014
Acquis itio n T itle :
Purchase Price: $500,000
Appra ised Va lue: $717,000
Pro fess io na l S ervice  Co sts : $80,210
Assessed Va lue: $468,700
T o ta l Pro ject Co st: $670,000
Fees  Received: $0
Do natio ns: $0
Related Parties :
Pro perty Manag ed By: DNR - Wildlife  Ma na g ement Area  -
Name o f the unit area  o r lo catio n
g o vernment unit o r land manag er: Ro o t River WMA

Page 8 o f 10



Completed Parcel: Root River WMA Parcel 12A

# o f T o ta l Acres: 70
Co unty: Ho usto n
T o wnship: 104
Rang e: 04
Directio n: 2
S ectio n: 29
# o f Acres: Wetlands/Upland: 4
# o f Acres: Fo rest:
# o f Acres: Pra irie/G rass land: 66
Amo unt o f S ho rline: 1675 (Linea r Feet)
Name o f Adjacent Bo dy o f Water (if applicable): una med s trea m
Has there been s ig nag e erected at the s ite: Yes
Annual Repo rting  O rg anizatio n Name: DNR
Annual Repo rting  Manag er Name: Pa t Rivers  (Rick Wa lsh)
Annual Repo rting  Address : 500 La fa yette  Ro a d
Annual Repo rting  City: St. Pa ul
Annual Repo rting  S tate: MN
Annual Repo rting  Z ip: 55155
Annual Repo rting  Email: rick.wa lsh@sta te .mn.us
Annual Repo rting  Pho ne: 6512595232
Purchase Date: Aug ust 05, 2011
Acquis itio n T itle :
Purchase Price: $184,000
Appra ised Va lue: $184,000
Pro fess io na l S ervice  Co sts : $9,338
Assessed Va lue: $192,400
T o ta l Pro ject Co st: $184,000
Fees  Received: $0
Do natio ns: $0
Related Parties :
Pro perty Manag ed By: DNR - Wildlife  Ma na g ement Area  -
Name o f the unit area  o r lo catio n
g o vernment unit o r land manag er: Ro o t River WMA
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Parcel Map

Lower Mississippi River Habitat Restoration
Acceleration , Phase 1

Data Generated From Parcel List

Legend
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